
APPENDIX D 

INDUSTRY LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

The following organizations provided the Northern Grapes project with letters of support and 
interest in this project (letters are attached): 

Organization Members Wineries Vineyards 
Connecticut Vineyard and Winery Association 40 

  Connecticut Wine Development Council  32 32  
Iowa Wine Growers Association 160 50 150 
Western Iowa Grape Growers Association 80 12 50 
Illinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association* 400 100 300 
Northern Illinois Winegrowers Association 70 12 35 
Scenic Rivers Wine Trail (Illinois and Iowa) 18 9 12 
Massachusetts Farm Wineries and Growers Association 26 

  Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council* 
 

100 250 
Minnesota Farm Winery Association 25   
Minnesota Grape Growers Association*** 600+ 43 500 
Nebraska Wine and Grape Growers Association 100+ 28 80 
New Hampshire Winery Association 40 30 30 
New York Wine and Grape Foundation* 280 35 1631 
Northern New York Wine Grape Growers 70 9 50 
Upper Hudson Valley Wine and Grape Association 20 12 7 
Lake Champlain Wine Association 25 6 12 
North Dakota Wine and Grape Foundation 80 12 48 
Pennsylvania Winery Association 110 110 75 
South Dakota Winegrowers Association    
South Dakota Specialty Producers Association 50 27  
Vermont Grape and Wine Council 30 23 27 
Wisconsin Grape Growers Association 140   

Totals 2396 650 3257 
* Includes producers in warmer regions with other 
cultivars 

   ** Single grower in north central Pennsylvania    
*** Membership drawn from several states and may 
overlap with other organizations.    

 





March 25, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street  
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
Our organization, the Connecticut Wine Development Council, represents all 32 licensed farm wineries 
in Connecticut. 
 
We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project entitled Northern 
grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new 
and growing rural wineries. 
 
We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues 
our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been 
working for over two years now.  As well, we have found the information and outputs generated by the 
project thus far to be quite valuable to our members, especially the webinar series which provides 
technical information in a format that allows everyone to participate, regardless of their location.   
 
This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, and address key 
issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 2010.  We hope the Northern Grapes 
Project will be funded for an additional two years, in order to capture the full value of the numerous 
individual research projects that have been initiated and are starting to generate information that will 
help the cold-hardy grape and wine industry to grow and thrive.      
 
We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting greatly from the 
research and education that will continue to come out of it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jaime Smith 
Connecticut Wine Development Council Staff 
Connecticut Department of Agriculture 





 

 
 

2900 Greenbriar Dr., Suite 1               Springfield, IL   62704                217.726.8518          

March 19, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
Our organization, the Illinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association, has over 400 
members, representing 100 wineries and 300 vineyards in Illinois. 
 
We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project 
entitled Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new 
cold‐hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries. 
 
We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape‐growing, winemaking, and 
marketing issues our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and 
extension personnel that has been working for over two years now.  As well, we have 
found the information and outputs generated by the project thus far to be quite 
valuable to our members, especially the webinar series which our members can 
participate in from their home or office.  
 
This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, 
and address key issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 
2010.  We hope the Northern Grapes Project will be funded for an additional two years, 
in order to capture the full value of the numerous individual research projects that have 
been initiated and are starting to generate information that will help the cold‐hardy 
grape and wine industry to grow and thrive.      
 
We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting 
greatly from the research and education that will continue to come out of it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Megan Pressnall 
Director, External Relations 
Illinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association 





M F W G A 
 
 

Massachusetts Farm Wineries & Growers Association, Inc. 
72 Brook St 
Plympton, MA 02367 
www.masswinery.com 
 
 

April 10, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
Our organization, the Massachusetts Farm Wineries and Growers Association has over 26 member wineries and 
vineyards in Massachusetts. 
 
We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project entitled Northern grapes: 
Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural 
wineries. 
 
We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues our 
members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been working for over 
two years now.  As well, we have found the information and outputs generated by the project thus far to be quite 
valuable to our members, especially the newsletter and webinar series.   
 
This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, and address key issues that 
were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 2010.  We hope the Northern Grapes Project will be 
funded for an additional two years, in order to capture the full value of the numerous individual research projects 
that have been initiated and are starting to generate information that will help the cold-hardy grape and wine 
industry to grow and thrive.      
 
We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting greatly from the research 
and education that will continue to come out of it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kim LaFleur 
Executive Director 
 
 



 

RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

JAMIE CLOVER ADAMS 
DIRECTOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

CONSTITUTION HALL  P.O. BOX 30017  LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov/mdard  (800) 292-3939 

 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2014 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
Our organization, the Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council, represents  over  100 wineries and 
over 250 wine grape vineyards in Michigan.   
 
We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project entitled Northern 
grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold‐hardy cultivars supporting new 
and growing rural wineries. 
 
We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape‐growing, winemaking, and marketing issues 
our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been 
working for over two years now.  As well, we have found the information and outputs generated by the 
project thus far to be quite valuable to our members, especially the Tasting Room research conducted 
by Dr. Dan McCole and Dr. Don Holecek and the Vineyard Management studies conducted by Dr. Paolo 
Sabbatini.   Presentations on this research have been made by these researchers to members of the 
Michigan wine industry several times in the past year.   Michigan participation in Northern Grapes 
webinar has been high.  
 
This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, and address key 
issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 2010.  We hope the Northern Grapes 
Project will be funded for an additional two years, in order to capture the full value of the numerous 
individual research projects that have been initiated and are starting to generate information that will 
help the cold‐hardy grape and wine industry to grow and thrive.      
 
We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting greatly from the 
research and education that will continue to come out of it. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Jones 
Executive Director 
Michigan Grape and Wine Industry 
Council 







March	  27,	  2014	  !
Dr.	  Tim	  Mar2nson	  
Senior	  Extension	  Associate	  
Dept.	  of	  Hor2culture	  
Cornell	  University	  
630	  West	  North	  Street	  
Geneva,	  NY	  14456	  !
Dear	  Dr.	  Mar2nson:	  !
Our	  organiza2on,	  the	  Northern	  Illinois	  Winegrowers	  Associa2on,	  has	  over	  70	  members,	  represen2ng	  
approximately	  12	  wineries	  and	  35	  vineyards	  in	  Illinois,	  Iowa	  and	  Wisconsin.	  !
We	  are	  wri2ng	  to	  indicate	  our	  con2nued	  support	  as	  an	  organiza2on	  for	  the	  project	  en2tled	  Northern	  
grapes:	  Integra/ng	  vi/culture,	  winemaking,	  and	  marke/ng	  of	  new	  cold-‐hardy	  cul/vars	  suppor/ng	  new	  
and	  growing	  rural	  wineries.	  !
We	  endorse	  the	  comprehensive	  approach	  to	  the	  key	  grape-‐growing,	  winemaking,	  and	  marke2ng	  issues	  
our	  members	  face,	  and	  are	  impressed	  by	  the	  team	  of	  research	  and	  extension	  personnel	  that	  has	  been	  
working	  for	  over	  two	  years	  now.	  	  As	  well,	  we	  have	  found	  the	  informa2on	  and	  outputs	  generated	  by	  the	  
project	  thus	  far	  to	  be	  quite	  valuable	  to	  our	  members,	  especially	  the	  Northern	  Grapes	  Symposium	  and	  
the	  webinar	  series.	  !
This	  project	  has	  already	  and	  will	  con2nue	  to	  give	  us	  access	  to	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  exper2se,	  and	  address	  key	  
issues	  that	  were	  iden2fied	  in	  the	  stakeholder	  mee2ngs	  in	  2009	  and	  2010.	  	  We	  hope	  the	  Northern	  Grapes	  
Project	  will	  be	  funded	  for	  an	  addi2onal	  two	  years,	  in	  order	  to	  capture	  the	  full	  value	  of	  the	  numerous	  
individual	  research	  projects	  that	  have	  been	  ini2ated	  and	  are	  star2ng	  to	  generate	  informa2on	  that	  will	  
help	  the	  cold-‐hardy	  grape	  and	  wine	  industry	  to	  grow	  and	  thrive.	  	  	  	  	  	  !
We	  look	  forward	  to	  being	  con2nued	  partners	  with	  you	  on	  the	  project	  and	  to	  benefiZng	  greatly	  from	  the	  
research	  and	  educa2on	  that	  will	  con2nue	  to	  come	  out	  of	  it.	  !
Sincerely,	  !
� 	  
Experimental	  Vineyard	  Manager	  
Northern	  Illinois	  Wine	  Growers	  !



 



March 27, 2014 

 

Dr. Tim Martinson 

Senior Extension Associate 

Dept. of Horticulture 

Cornell University 

630 West North Street 

Geneva, NY 14456 

 

Dear Dr. Martinson: 

 

Our organization, the North Dakota Grape and Wine Association has over 80 members, representing  12 

wineries and 48 vineyards in North Dakota, Minnesota and Montana. 

 

We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project entitled Northern 

grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new 

and growing rural wineries. 

 

We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues 

our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been 

working for over two years now.  As well, we have found the information and outputs generated by the 

project thus far to be quite valuable to our members, especially the work on yeast strain selection, 

management of high acid must,  trellising methods for earlier ripening, fertility management, and 

harvest timing, to name a few.   

 

This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, and address key 

issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 2010.  We hope the Northern Grapes 

Project will be funded for an additional two years, in order to capture the full value of the numerous 

individual research projects that have been initiated and are starting to generate information that will 

help the cold-hardy grape and wine industry to grow and thrive.      

 

We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting greatly from the 

research and education that will continue to come out of it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Greg Krieger 

President 

North Dakota Grape and Wine Association 

 

 







 
800 South Main Street, Suite 200, Canandaigua, NY 14424 ● T 585-394-3620 ● F 585 -394-3649 ● www.newyorkwines.org 

 
 

March 20, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
Our organization, New York Wine and Grape Foundation has over 280 members, representing 
353 wineries and 1,631 family-owned vineyards in New York. 
 
We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project entitled 
Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars 
supporting new and growing rural wineries. 
 
We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing 
issues our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel 
that has been working for over two years now.  As well, we have found the information and 
outputs generated by the project thus far to be quite valuable to our members, especially the 
Northern Grapes Symposium at our Viticulture 2013 conference along with the webinar series, 
newsletter, field days, workshops, etc. 
 
This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, and 
address key issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 2010.  We hope 
the Northern Grapes Project will be funded for an additional two years, in order to capture the full 
value of the numerous individual research projects that have been initiated and are starting to 
generate information that will help the cold-hardy grape and wine industry to grow and thrive.      
 
We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting greatly 
from the research and education that will continue to come out of it. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jim Trezise 
President 
New York Wine & Grape Foundation 

 

 













 
 
March 22, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
Our organization, the Vermont Grape and Wine Council, has more than 30 members, representing 23 
wineries and 27 vineyards in Vermont. 
 
We are writing to indicate our continued support as an organization for the project entitled Northern 
grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new 
and growing rural wineries. 
 
We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues 
our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been 
working for over two years now.  As well, we have found the information and outputs generated by the 
project thus far to be quite valuable to our members, especially the newsletters and the webinars (it’s 
great to have resources accessible with an internet connection, since we’re all spread across the 
northern Unite States). 
 
This project has already and will continue to give us access to a wide range of expertise, and address key 
issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in 2009 and 2010.  We hope the Northern Grapes 
Project will be funded for an additional two years, in order to capture the full value of the numerous 
individual research projects that have been initiated and are starting to generate information that will 
help the cold-hardy grape and wine industry to grow and thrive.      
 
We look forward to being continued partners with you on the project and to benefitting greatly from the 
research and education that will continue to come out of it. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara Granstrom 
President 
Vermont Grape and Wine Council 



 



April	  2nd,	  2014	  
	  
Dr.	  Tim	  Martinson	  
Senior	  Extension	  Associate	  
Dept.	  of	  Horticulture	  
Cornell	  University	  
630	  West	  North	  Street	  
Geneva,	  NY	  14456	  
	  
Dear	  Dr.	  Martinson:	  
	  
Our	  organization,	  the	  Wisconsin	  Grape	  Growers	  Association	  has	  over	  140	  members,	  including	  a	  number	  
of	  Wisconsin	  wineries.	  
	  
We	  are	  writing	  to	  indicate	  our	  continued	  support	  as	  an	  organization	  for	  the	  project	  entitled	  Northern	  
grapes:	  Integrating	  viticulture,	  winemaking,	  and	  marketing	  of	  new	  cold-‐hardy	  cultivars	  supporting	  new	  
and	  growing	  rural	  wineries.	  
	  
We	  endorse	  the	  comprehensive	  approach	  to	  the	  key	  grape-‐growing,	  winemaking,	  and	  marketing	  issues	  
our	  members	  face,	  and	  are	  impressed	  by	  the	  team	  of	  research	  and	  extension	  personnel	  that	  has	  been	  
working	  for	  over	  two	  years	  now.	  	  As	  well,	  we	  have	  found	  the	  information	  and	  outputs	  generated	  by	  the	  
project	  thus	  far	  to	  be	  quite	  valuable	  to	  our	  members.	  	  The	  work	  done	  on	  trellising,	  cold	  hardiness	  and	  
canopy	  management	  has	  been	  particularly	  helpful	  to	  our	  members	  in	  Wisconsin.	  
	  
This	  project	  has	  already	  and	  will	  continue	  to	  give	  us	  access	  to	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  expertise,	  and	  address	  key	  
issues	  that	  were	  identified	  in	  the	  stakeholder	  meetings	  in	  2009	  and	  2010.	  	  We	  hope	  the	  Northern	  Grapes	  
Project	  will	  be	  funded	  for	  an	  additional	  two	  years,	  in	  order	  to	  capture	  the	  full	  value	  of	  the	  numerous	  
individual	  research	  projects	  that	  have	  been	  initiated	  and	  are	  starting	  to	  generate	  information	  that	  will	  
help	  the	  cold-‐hardy	  grape	  and	  wine	  industry	  to	  grow	  and	  thrive.	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
We	  look	  forward	  to	  being	  continued	  partners	  with	  you	  on	  the	  project	  and	  to	  benefitting	  greatly	  from	  the	  
research	  and	  education	  that	  will	  continue	  to	  come	  out	  of	  it.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  
	  
Ryan	  Prellwitz	  
President	  
Wisconsin	  Grape	  Growers	  Association	  
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