
APPENDIX C 
PROJECT ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
 
Fifteen individuals have agreed to serve on the Northern Grapes Project Advisory Council.  They 
represent expertise in research and extension (viticulture, horticulture, genetics, enology), national 
and state-based industry and trade associations, and growers and winemakers from the Upper 
Midwest and Northeast, representing local and regional producers’ associations. Each has provided a 
letter of commitment (attached), agreeing to participate in annual meetings of the project team over 
the course of the project (or send a designate) and to evaluate the project’s goals and activities.   
 
    Name and Affiliation   Areas of expertise 
Industry 

 
Linda Jones 

 
Over 20 years experience in wine 
marketing and promotion of 
Michigan wines.  The organization 
sets research priorities and provides 
funding. 

Trade 
 

Executive Director 
 Association 

 
Michigan Wine Industry Council 

 
  

Constitution Hall 
 

  
PO Box 30017 

 
  

Lansing, MI 48909 
 

  
www.michiganwines.com 

 
     
  

Jean-Mari Peltier 
 

Leads national research funding and 
advocacy organization for grape and 
wine industry.  Expertise in research 
and policy for the grape industry. 

  
President 

 
  

National Grape and Wine Initiative 
 

  
1415 L Street, Suite 460 

 
  

Sacramento, CA 95814  
 

  
www.ngwi.org 

           
Producer  

 
Gerald Barnhart 

 
Owner of Victory View Vineyard, a 
family owned and operated farm 
winery, producing estate wines.   

Organizations 
 

President 
 

  
Upper Hudson Valley Wine and  

 
  

Grape Assoc. 
 

  
24 Church Lane 

 
  

Schaghticoke, NY 12154 
 

  
www.victoryviewvineyard.com 

 
     
  

Ronald Barnes 
 

The MGGA sponsors the Cold 
Climate Wine and grape conference 
(600+ attendees annually).   

Past President 
 

  
Minnesota Grape Growers Assoc. 

 
  

433 West 3rd St, Suite 1 
 

  
Red Wing, MN 55077 

 
  

www.mngrapes.org 

 
     

http://www.michiganwines.com/
http://www.ngwi.org/
http://www.victoryviewvineyard.com/
http://www.mngrapes.org/


  
Howard Bursen 

 
Winemaker with 20+ years 
experience.  Past president of the 
Connecticut Winery and Vineyard 
Association. 

  
Winemaker 

 
  

Sharpe Hill Vineyard 
 

  
108 Wade Rd 

 
  

Pomfret, CT 06258 
 

  
www.sharpehill.com 

 
     
  

Sean Frey 
 

Elfs Farm Winery and Cider House 
is a small family farm winery & 
cider mill. The farm began growing 
cold climate grapes in 2006.  

  
Lake Champlain Grape Growers Assoc. 

  
Elfs Farm Winery and Cider Mill 

 
  

7411 Rt. 9 
 

  
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

 
  

www.elfsfarm.com 

  
     
  

Dave Greenlee 
 

Co-owner of Tucker's Walk 
Vineyard, which was established in 
2007.   

President 
 

  
South Dakota Winegrowers Assoc. 

 
  

Tucker's Walk Vineyard 
 

  
48332 254th Street 

 
  

Garretson, SD 57030 
 

  
www.tuckerswalk.com 

 
     
  

Phil Randazzo 
 

Owner of 4,000 case winery, open 
seven years.  Past President of the 
Northern NY Wine Grape 
Growers.  Background in real estate 
franchising and marketing.  

  
Northern NY Wine Grape Growers 

 
  

Coyote Moon Vineyards 
 

  
17371 County Road 3 

 
  

Clayton, NY 13624 
 

  
www.coyotemoonvineyards.com 

 
     
  

Bob Wersen 
 

Owner, Tassel Ridge Winery, which 
has 60 acres of cold climate 
cultivars.  Founder and owner of 
Interpower Co. (manufacturer). 

  
Iowa Grape Growers Assoc. 

 
  

Tassel Ridge Winery 
 

  
1681 220th Street 

 
  

Leighton, IA 50143 
 

  
www.tasselridge.com 

 
     
  

R. Thomas Zumpfe 
 

Owner, Dove Landing Vineyard 
and past president of Nebraska 
Grape Growers Association.  
Vineyard hosts variety trials for 
Univ. Nebraska.   

  
Nebraska Grape Growers Assoc. 

 
  

Dove Landing Vineyard 
 

  
500 South 176th Street 

 
  

Lincoln, NE 68520 
 

http://www.sharpehill.com/
http://www.elfsfarm.com/
http://www.tuckerswalk.com/
http://www.coyotemoonvineyards.com/
http://www.tasselridge.com/


     University 
 

Patrick O'Malley 
 

Commercial horticulture extension 
specialist in eastern Iowa. Science and  

 
Iowa State Univ. Extension 

 Extension 
 

4265 Oakcrest Hill Rd., SE 
 Personnel 

 
Iowa City, IA 52246 

 
    

 

  
Ronald Perry 

 
Chair of Department of 
Horticulture at MSU from 2000-
2007, research in tree fruit 
rootstocks, orchard and vineyard 
management. 

  
Professor 

 
  

Department of Horticulture  
 

  
Michigan State University 

 
  

A 338C Plant and Soil Science Building  

  
East Lansing, MI 48824 

 
 

     
  

Timothy Rehbein 
 

Agriculture agent in Wisconsin; has 
worked extensively with the 
emerging grape and wine industry in 
Wisconsin. 

  
Univ. of Wisconsin - Extension 

 
  

Vernon County Extension Office 
 

  
318 Fairlane Drive 

 
  

Viroqua, WI 54665 
 

     
  

Rebecca Sideman 
 

Extension specialist in horticultural 
crops.  PhD in genetics with a 
background in plant breeding.   

Extension Professor 
 

  
Univ. of New Hampshire 

 
  

Dept. of Biological Sciences 
 

  
G48 Spaulding Hall 

  
  

38 Academic Way 
  

  
Durham, NH 03824 

  
     
  

Justine Vanden Heuvel 
 

Associate professor of viticulture.  
Expert on canopy management, 
light interception, and viticultural 
practices. 

  
Associate Professor 

 
  

Department of Horticulture 
 

  
Cornell University 

 
  

630 West North Street 
 

  
Geneva, NY 14456 

   
 









May 13, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
I commit to continuing to represent the Lake Champlain Grape Growers Association on the Project 
Advisory Committee for the SCRI Coordinated Agricultural Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating 
viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural 
wineries. 
  
I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day-long project meeting each winter 
between January and April, for a total commitment of 2.5 working days (with travel).  I also commit 
another eight hours annually, spent on conference calls (one or two annually, each lasting 
approximately two hours), distributing outreach materials developed by the Northern Grapes Project via 
my network, and otherwise supporting the project.  At a rate of $35/hour for 28 hours, this represents 
an annual match of $980, and a total match of $1960 over the two years of the project.   
 
I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and lodging will be provided by 
the project. 
 
As a member of the advisory committee, I am very aware of the work the Northern Grapes Project has 
accomplished in the first two years of the project.  The research being done on vineyard management 
practices to improve fruit quality and the enological studies on yeast selection, acid reduction, and 
malo-lactic fermentations are especially important.  Due to the short growing season we experience on 
the Adirondack Coast, the continued study of these techniques is necessary.   
 
I look forward to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will send a designated 
substitute to the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   
 
Regards, 

 
Sean Frey 
Elfs Farm Winery and Cider Mill 
Lake Champlain Grape Growers Association 
7411 Rt 9, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
(518) 563-2750 
 





 

RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

JAMIE CLOVER ADAMS 
DIRECTOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

CONSTITUTION HALL  P.O. BOX 30017  LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov/mdard  (800) 292-3939 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 27, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
I commit to continuing to represent the Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council on the Project 
Advisory Committee for the SCRI Coordinated Agricultural Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating 
viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold‐hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural 
wineries. 
  
I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day‐long project meeting each winter 
between January and April, for a total commitment of 2.5 working days (with travel).  I also commit 
another eight hours annually, spent on conference calls (one or two annually, each lasting 
approximately two hours), distributing outreach materials developed by the Northern Grapes Project via 
my network, and otherwise supporting the project.  At a rate of $75/hour for 28 hours, this represents 
an annual match of $2100, and a total match of $4200 over the two years of the project.   
 
I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and lodging will be provided by 
the project. 
 
As a member of the advisory committee, I am very aware of the work the Northern Grapes Project has 
accomplished in the first two years of the project.   The advances that have been made in understanding 
the vine physiology and winemaking characteristics of these new varieties have been valuable for the 
Michigan wine industry.  The study of consumer behavior in tastings rooms in Michigan has also 
provided valuable insights for Michigan producers.   Webinars hosted by the Northern Grapes Project 
have been well‐represented by Michigan entrepreneurs.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
I look forward to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will send a designated 
substitute to the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Linda Jones 
Executive Director 
Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council  
 
Jonesl9@michigan.gov 
 
517 284‐5741 
 
 
 





 

Common Ground; Innovative Research 
 

 

 

 

Board Officers 
Rick Stark, Chair  
Sun-Maid Growers of CA 

John Aguirre, Vice Chair 
California Association of 
Winegrape Growers 

Rich Smith, Secretary-Treasurer 
Paraiso Vineyards, CA 

Vicky Scharlau, Past Chair 
Washington Association of Wine 
Grape Growers 

Board of Directors 
John Martini 
Anthony Road Winery, NY 

Jim Ballard 
James Arthur Vineyards, NE 

Craig Bardwell 
Natl. Grape Cooperative Assoc. 

Jim Anderson 
Missouri Wine & Grape Board 

Nick Dokoozlian 
E&J Gallo Winery, CA 

Bob Gallo 
E&J Gallo Winery, CA 

Greg Gessner 
Constellation Brands, CA 

Deborah Golino 
UC Davis, CA 

Nat DiBuduo 
Allied Grape Growers, CA 

Rock Stephens 
The Vineyard at Point Breeze, VA 

Rich Schaefers 
Silverado Premium Properties, CA 

Tony Stephen 
American Vineyard Foundation 

Ed Hellman 
Texas A&M, TX 

Peter Hofherr 
St. James Winery, MO 

Allison Jordan 
Wine Institute, CA 

Camron King  
Lodi Winegrape Comm., CA 

Jerry Lohr 
J Lohr Vineyards & Winery, CA 

Dan Martinez 
Martinez Orchards, CA 

Kathleen Nave 
CA Table Grape Commission 

Russell Smithyman 
St. Michelle Wine Estates, WA 

Keith Striegler  
Flint Ridge Winegrowing Serv., AR 

Jim Trezise 
NY Wine & Grape Foundation 

Michael Walker 
Constellation Brands, CA 

Al Wiederkehr 
Wiederkehr Wine Cellars, AR 

 

 
1415 L Street, Suite 460 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

916-446-3900 
 

 

 

 

             
      

June 6, 2014 

 

Dr. Tim Martinson 

Senior Extension Associate 

Dept. of Horticulture 

Cornell University 

630 West North Street 

Geneva, NY 14456 

 

Dear Dr. Martinson: 

 

I commit to continuing to represent the National Grape & Wine Initiative on the Project 

Advisory Committee for the SCRI Coordinated Agricultural Project entitled Northern grapes: 

Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new 

and growing rural wineries. 

  

I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day-long project meeting each 

winter between January and April, for a total commitment of 2.5 working days (with travel).  I 

also commit another eight hours annually, spent on conference calls (one or two annually, each 

lasting approximately two hours), distributing outreach materials developed by the Northern 

Grapes Project via my network, and otherwise supporting the project.  At a rate of $75/hour for 

28 hours, this represents an annual match of $2100 and a total match of $4200 over the two 

years of the project.   

 

I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and lodging will be 

provided by the project. 

 

As a member of the advisory committee, I am very aware of the work the Northern Grapes 

Project has accomplished in the first two years of the project.  From my perspective, this project 

was designed with an emphasis on extension – and from webinars to industry seminars, 

execution of this project’s findings has been exemplary.   

 

I look forward to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will send a 

designated substitute to the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   

 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Jean-Mari Peltier 

President 

National Grape & Wine Initiative 

 

 

 



 
 

May 20, 2014 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF 
HORTICULTURE 
Michigan State University 

Plant & Soil Sci. Bldg. 
East Lansing, MI 

48824-1325 
Main Off: 517/355-5191 

Fax: 517/353-0890 
http://www.hrt.msu.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSU is an affirmative-action 
equal-opportunity employer 

Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
I have been invited to serve on the Project Advisory Committee (PAC) “Northern grapes; 
Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars 
supporting new and growing rural wineries.” My role will be to attend the yearly and 
project team meeting, and spend another day of time supporting the project (spent on 
conference calls, distributing information generated by the project, etc.).  You indicate 
that you seek my contribution of time devoted to the project to contribute to “match” 
needs for the project. I have been advised here at Michigan State University, 
Department of Horticulture, that my “match” will not have a trail for auditing 
because our system does not handle third-party contributions for our faculty. 
However, I am willing to serve in this capacity and donate my time as a private individual 
and not as a representative of Michigan State University. I am attaching my Vita to this 
communication for your review.  
 
I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day-long project meeting 
each winter between January and April, for a total commitment of 2.5 working days (with 
travel).  I also commit another eight hours annually, spent on conference calls (one or two 
annually, each lasting approximately two hours), distributing outreach materials 
developed by the Northern Grapes Project via my network, and otherwise supporting the 
project.  At a rate of $70/hour for 28 hours, this represents an annual match of $1960, and 
a total match of $3920 over the two years of the project.   
 
I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and lodging will be 
provided by the project. If this arrangement as stated above is satisfactory, I look forward 
to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will send a designated 
substitute to the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ron Perry, Professor 
 

http://www.hrt.msu.edu/






Dept. of Biological Sciences 
G48 Spaulding Hall 
38 Academic Way 
Durham, NH 03824-2126 
(603) 862-3200 
Fax: (603) 862-2717 
extension.unh.edu 
 
 
 
County Offices 
 
Belknap County 
527- 5475 
 
 
Carroll County 
447-3834 
 
 
Cheshire County 
352-4550 
 
 
Coös County 
788-4961 
 
 
Grafton County 
787-6944 
 
 
Hillsborough County 
641-6060 
 
 
Merrimack County 
796-2151 
 
 
Rockingham County 
679-5616 
 
 
Sullivan County 
863-9200 
 
 
Education Center 
629-9494 Office 
1-877-398-4769 Toll Free 
 
 
UNH Cooperative 
Extension State Office 
862-1520 
 
 
 
The University of New 
Hampshire is an equal 
opportunity educator 
and employer. University 
of New Hampshire, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture  
and N.H. counties cooperating. 

             
 

May 13, 2014 
 
Dr. Tim Martinson 
Senior Extension Associate 
Dept. of Horticulture 
Cornell University 
630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
 
Dear Dr. Martinson: 
 
I commit to continuing to represent the University of New Hampshire Cooperative 
Extension on the Project Advisory Committee for the SCRI Coordinated Agricultural 
Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing 
of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries. 
  
I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day-long project 
meeting each winter between January and April, for a total commitment of 2.5 
working days (with travel).  I also commit another eight hours annually, spent on 
conference calls (one or two annually, each lasting approximately two hours), 
distributing outreach materials developed by the Northern Grapes Project via my 
network, and otherwise supporting the project.  At a rate of $40/hour plus 38.5% 
fringe for 28 hours, this represents an annual match of $1556, and a total match 
of $3112 over the two years of the project.   
 
I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and lodging 
will be provided by the project. 
 
As a member of the advisory committee, I am very aware of the work the Northern 
Grapes Project has accomplished in the first two years of the project. An excellent 
example is survey work that resulted in the economic impact reports recently 
published – in New England alone, we now know that the total economic 
contribution of grape and wine industries  in 2011 was over $70 million. I also 
especially value the viticultural information that has come out of the project, and the 
archive of useful project webinars that I can and do use in my outreach work. 
 
I look forward to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will send 
a designated substitute to the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   
 
Regards, 
 
 

 
 
Rebecca G. Sideman 
Extension Professor, UNH Cooperative Extension 
University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension 
 



 
 

Cornell University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer 

Justine Vanden Heuvel 
Associate Professor 

Department of Horticulture 

630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456-0462 
t. 315 945-7022 
f. 315 787-2216 
e. jev32@cornell.edu 

 

 

June 2, 2014 

 

Dr. Tim Martinson 

Senior Extension Associate 

Dept. of Horticulture 

Cornell University 

630 West North Street 

Geneva, NY 14456 

 

Dear Dr. Martinson: 

 

I commit to representing Cornell University and its research, teaching, and extension efforts on the Project 

Advisory Committee for the SCRI Coordinated Agricultural Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating 

viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural 

wineries. 

  

I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day-long project meeting each winter 

between January and April, for a total commitment of 2.5 working days (with travel).  I also commit another 

eight hours annually, spent on conference calls (one or two annually, each lasting approximately two hours), 

distributing outreach materials developed by the Northern Grapes Project via my network, and otherwise 

supporting the project.  At a rate of $35/hour for 28 hours, this represents an annual match of $980, and a total 

match of $1960 over the two years of the project.   

 

I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and lodging will be provided by the 

project. 

 

I look forward to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will send a designated substitute to 

the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   

 

Regards, 

 
 

Justine Vanden Heuvel 

Associate Professor 

Department of Horticulture 

Cornell University 

 

 



June 10, 2014 

1681 220th Street 
Leighton, lA 50143 

Mail to: 
P.O. Box 115 
Oskaloosa, lA 52577 

Dr. Timothy Martinson 
Department of Horticulture 
Cornell University - NYSAES 
630 W. North Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 

641.673.5000 
Fax: 641.637.3798 
www.tasselridge.com 

Dear Dr. Martinson: 

I commit to continuing to represent the Iowa Grape Growers Association and 
Tassel Ridge Winery on the Project Advisory Committee for the SCRI 
Coordinated Agricultural Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating 
viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars 
supporting new and growing rural wineries. 

I understand this will require a commitment to attend an annual day-long 
project meeting each winter between January and April, for a total 
commitment of 2.5 working days (with travel).  I also commit another eight 
hours annually, spent on conference calls (one or two annually, each lasting 
approximately two hours), distributing outreach materials developed by the 
Northern Grapes Project via my network, and otherwise supporting the 
project.  At a rate of $35/hour for 28 hours, this represents an annual match of 
$980, and a total match of $1960 over the two years of the project.   

I understand that a limited amount of funding to support travel, meals, and 
lodging will be provided by the project. 

I look forward to continuing to participate on the advisory committee, and will 
send a designated substitute to the annual project meeting if I cannot attend.   

 

Bob Wersen 
President, Tassel Ridge Winery 

Tassel Ridge Wines ...Simply Extraordinary® 
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