Appendix D: Industry Letters of support

The following organizations provided the Northern Grapes project with letters of support and

interest in this project (letters are attached):

Organization Members | Wineries | Vineyards
Connecticut Vineyard and Winery Association 23 23 23
lowa Wine Growers Association 200 44 150
Western Iowa Grape Growers Association 85 15 52
Mlinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association* 350 96 300
Northern Illinois Wine Growers 50 27 27
Scenic Rivers Grape and Wine Association (Iowa and Illinois) 25 7 10
Massachusetts Farm Wineries and Growers Association 26
Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council* 79 120
Minnesota Grape Growers Association*™** 750 100 500
Nebraska Winery and Grape Growers Association 160 23 50
New Hampshire Winery Association 60 27 27
New York Wine and Grape Foundation* 288 139 108
Upper Hudson Valley Wine and Grape Association 12 10 7
Lake Champlain Wines 39 5 12
Northern New York Wine Grape Growers 50 5 40
Pennsylvania Association of Winegrowers* 34 50
Sugar Hollow Vineyards (Pennsylvania)** 1 1
South Dakota Specialty Producers Association 60 13 25
Vermont Grape and Wine Council 31 27
Wisconsin Grape Growers Association 125 125
Totals 2419 640 1627

* Includes producers in warmer regions with other cultivars
** Single grower in north central Pennsylvania

* Membership drawn from several states and may overlap
with other organizations.













ILLINOIS GRAPE GROWERS & VINTNERS ASSOCIATION
U of I Extension Building #30
P.O. Box 8199
Springfield, IL 62791
www.illinoiswine.com

December 10, 2010

Dr. Tim Martinson

Senior Extension Associate
Dept. of Horticulture
Cornell University

630 West North Street
Geneva NY 14456

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating
viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and
growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:

Our organization, Illinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association has over 350 members,
representing 96 wineries and 300 commercial vineyards in Illinois.

We are writing to indicate our support as an organization for the project entitled Northern
grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars
supporting new and growing rural wineries.

We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and
marketing issues our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and
extension personnel that has been assembled. This project will give us access to a wide
range of expertise, and will address key issues that were identified in the stakeholder
meetings last winter.

We look forward to being partners with you on this project and benefitting greatly from the
research and education that will come out of it.

Sincerely,

7%-474 Feesnat €

Megan Pressnall
Director, External Relations

cc: Robert Hall
President

Tel: 217-782-6515 Fax: 217-782-8886
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MFWGA

December 15, 2010

Dr. Tim Martinson

Senior Extension Associate
Dept. of Horticulture
Cornell University

630 West North Street
Geneva NY 14456

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture,
winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:
On behalf of the twenty six members of the Massachusetts Farm Wineries & Growers Association, | am writing to
indicate our support as an organization for the project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture,

winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries.

We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues our
members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been assembled. This
project will give us access to a wide range of expertise, and will address key issues that were identified in the
stakeholder meetings at (Vermont, MN) last winter.

The viticulture and enology of cold climate cultivars is a topic of great interest to our members. We look forward
to being partners with you on this project. Our members will benefit greatly from the research and education that
will come out of it.

Sincerely,

Kipton Kumler

MFWGA Chair

Massachusetts Farm Wineries & Growers Association, Inc.
P. O. Box 601
Lincoln, MA 01773

Www.masswinery.com



STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE DON KOIVISTO
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

December 15, 2010
Dr. Tim Martinson
Senior Extension Associate
Dept. of Horticulture
Cornell University
630 West North Street
Geneva NY 14456

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled Northern grapes:
Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars
supporting new and growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:
The Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council represents 79 commercial wineries and
120 wine grape growers with 2000 acres of wine grapes in Michigan.

We are writing to indicate our support as an organization for this project. We have
participated in the information gathering for this project, conducted by the planning team
over the past year. Many of the emerging wine growing regions of Michigan are very
interested in the newer cold-hardy cultivars that are the subject of this proposal.

We are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been
assembled to prepare this project proposal and we endorse the comprehensive
approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues identified by the
planning team. This project will give us access to a wide range of expertise, and will
address key issues that were identified in the stakeholder meetings in Vermont and
Minnesota last winter. The results of the project will provide critical information to
members of the Michigan wine industry as they work to stay competitive in a rapidly
advancing global wine industry.

We look forward to being partners with you on this project and benefitting greatly from
the research and education that will come out of it.

Sincerely,

(ndy e

Linda Jones
Executive Director
Michigan Grape and Wine Industry

Council
CONSTITUTION HALL « P.O. BOX 30017 * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
WWW.michigan.gob- (517) 373-1104



Board of Directors
Thomas W. Martell, Pres.
Richard C. Mollin, Secy.
Robert P. Dubiel, Treas.
Ronald L. Barnes
Tamara Bredeson

David J. Duddleston

Dr. Gary Gardner

Rudy Jungwirth

Kori Knudsen

John Maloney

Thomas Mohn

Rob Nelson

Alan K. Olson

Larry Olson

Cyndi L. Ross

Teresa Savaryn

Bruce Smith

Nicholas Smith

John Thull

Mark Wedge

Lawrence Westerberg
Dr. James Luby — ex officio

Serving the
grape and wine
industry since
1976

Corporate Address: 433 West Third Street, Suite 1 - Red Wing, Minnesota 55066
www.mngrapes.org

Dr. Tim Martinson

Senior Extension Associate
Dept. of Horticulture
Cornell University

630 West North Street
Geneva NY 14456

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled: Northern grapes: Integrating
viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and
growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:

The Minnesota Grape Growers Association formed in 1976 and is comprised of some seven
hundred and fifty members throughout Minnesota, the Midwest, greater USA and the world.
Members include nearly 100 wineries, over 500 vineyards of all sizes, hobbyists and
associates, in some thirty five states. The MGGA is the largest cold climate viticulture
association in the nation and our exclusive focus is the growing, wine making and marketing
of northern grapes and wine.

The purpose of this letter is to express the enthusiastic support of our board of directors and
membership for the project entitled: Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking,
and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries.

We have witnessed a truly remarkable response by the wine consuming public throughout the
Midwest to the many vineyards and wineries designed and built around the newly released
northern grapes. The potential to develop this industry into a major agricultural economic
engine for the Midwest is apparent. We are quite impressed with the comprehensive approach
of this project to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues our members
face, and we are equally impressed with the team of research and extension personnel that has
been assembled. This project will give us access to a wide range of expertise, and will
address key issues that were identified in stakeholder meetings in Vermont and Minnesota
last winter.

We look forward to being partners with you on this project and benefitting greatly from the
research and education that will come out of it.

Sincerely,

o

Thomas W. Martell
President
Minnesota Grape Growers Association
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New Hampshire Winery Association
C/o Jewell Towne Vineyards

65 Jewell Street

South Hampton, NH 03827

January 10, 2011
Dr. Tim Martinson
Senior Extension Associate
Dept. of Horticulture
Cornell University
630 West North Street
Geneva NY 14456

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture,
winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:

Our organization, New Hampshire Winery Association has 60 members, representing 27 wineries and
commercial vineyards in New Hampshire

We are writing to indicate our support as an organization for the project entitled Northern grapes:

Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing
rural wineries.

We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues
our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and extension personnel that has been
assembled. This project will give us access to a wide range of expertise, and will address key issues that
were identified in the stakeholder meetings at Vermont last winter.

We look forward to being partners with you on this project and benefiting greatly from the research and
education that will come out of it.

Sincerely,

Peter D. Oldak

President, New Hampshire Winery Association
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800 South Main Street, Suite 200, Canandaigua, NY 14424 e T 585-394-3620 e F 585 -394-3649 @ www.newyorkwines.org

December 13, 2010

Tim Martinson
Cornell University
Dept Horticulture
630 West North St
Geneva, NY

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled Northern grapes:
Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars
supporting new and growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:

Our organization, the New York Wine & Grape Foundation, has 288 members,
representing 139 wineries and 108 commercial vineyards throughout New York State, as
well as 51 business associate members.

We are writing to indicate our support as an organization for the project entitled Northern
grapes: Integrating viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars
supporting new and growing rural wineries.

We endorse the comprehensive approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and
marketing issues our members face, and are impressed by the team of research and
extension personnel that has been assembled. This project will give us access to a wide
range of expertise, and will address key issues that were identified in the stakeholder
meetings in Vermont last winter. The cold-hardy grape varieties have become
increasingly important to New York growers and vintners as our industry has expanded
to some new areas that are suitable only for these types of grapes.

We look forward to being partners with you on this project and benefitting greatly from
the research and education that will come out of it.

Sincerely,

Qk__

Jim Trezise
President, New York Wine & Grape Foundation
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211 Canal Road,
Waterloo, WI 53594
WWW.wigrapes.org

Dr. Tim Martinson

Senior Extension Associate
Dept. of Horticulture
Cornell University

630 West North Street
Geneva NY 14456

Re: Support for SCRI Coordinated Agriculture Project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating viticulture,
winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries.

Dear Dr. Martinson:
Our organization, the Wisconsin Grape Growers Association has 125 members vineyards located throughout the
state of Wisconsin.

We are writing to indicate our support as an organization for the project entitled Northern grapes: Integrating
viticulture, winemaking, and marketing of new cold-hardy cultivars supporting new and growing rural wineries.

Cold Climate Viticulture and Winemaking is positively affecting the economies and tourism of many local
economies throughout the Midwest. In order to continue this positive development, a comprehensive
approach to the key grape-growing, winemaking, and marketing issues our members face must be
taken.

This project will give us access to a wide range of expertise, and will address key issues that were
identified in the stakeholder meetings at (Vermont, MN) last winter.

We look forward to being partners with you on this project and benefiting greatly from the research and
education that will come out of it.

Sincerely,

Ryan Prellwitz
President
Wisconsin Grape Growers Association
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